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A minister will not refrain from governing ill, lest
he be " hung," since he must feel that lie is quite
likely to be hung, even if he governs well.

There is another circumstance which tends to
make his responsibility sit somewhat lightly on an
English minister. Even if it were true that any
slackness or inefficiency is promptly detected and
punished by the House of Commons, what, after all,
would the punishment amount to ? Only that the
distinguished amateur is bowled out rather sooner
than he expected, and has had a shorter innings
than he desired.

But the pavilion is not a bad place from which to
watch the game for a time, especially if it happens
to be a pavilion well kept and well furnished, and
well provided with excellent refreshment and the
best of good company. Our ministers do not break
their hearts when they lose office. They are rich,
or if not rich influential and distinguished persons,
occupying a fine position in the most agreeable
society in the world, possessing a substantial pro-
portion of the things which make leisure worth
having. Politics, pursued in our modern, gentle-
manly, sportsmanlike fashion, carries with it no
painful penalty for the politician who loses; he does
not play for his head, or his fortune, or even his
reputation. The worst punishment Parliament or
the electorate inflicts upon the minister who has
forfeited its confidence {beyond the loss of a salary
which he is often too wealthy to miss), is that of send-
ing him back to his friends, his estates, his sports,
his studies, and his recreations. That is the utmost
we do to him; though he may have made mistakes,
which will leave their mark on the stability and the